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By: Brooke Fackler

Our Carson Middle School
Science Bowl teams
placed 4th at the Western
PA Science Bowl Competi-
tion held at CCAC South
campus on Saturday,
March 1st!

The two teams competing
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were:
e Team 1: (4th Place)
Suhan Singhal, captain,
Alya Mittal, Hannah Lin,
Elijah Blake, and Erian
Chen.
e Team?2
(Quarterfinalists)
Brooke Fackler, captain,

Caleb Choe, Hayden Otey,

Sophia Yu, and Alissa
Mitts.
Both teams encountered

many different science and

friends, all left be-
hind. But you choose

Math questions during
this fast paced, 18 mi-
nute timed event. After
the time was up, teams
would report to a differ-
ent room to take on
their next competition.
There were teams from
twenty-four schools
competing to represent
Western PA at the Na-
tional competition in
Washington D.C. Mar-
shall Middle won the

ronicle

to escape, and you
make the best of it.

Harriet Tubman was
born a slave in Mary-
land’s Dorchester
County around 1820.
She was an important
conductor in the Under-
ground Railroad, a net-
work of people who
helped slaves escape.
Harriet’s name was
actually Aramita Ross,
but she married John
Tubman and took his
name, and her moth-
er's name, Harriet. She
was constantly

(Continued on page 3)
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competition and every-
one will be rooting
them on to bring the
trophy back to NA!

Because Team 1
placed 4th, they won
$300 for CMS!

Great job to both teams
and their sponsor, Mrs.
Morris!
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This year, CMS Best
Buddies will be partici-
pating in the Friendship
Walk at Highmark Stadi-
um on April 27th. The
CMS Best Buddies
would love to have you
join us!

The Best Buddies
Friendship Walk is the
leading event in the
country supporting inclu-
sion for people with in-
tellectual and develop-
mental disabilities (IDD).

MISSION

Best Buddies Interna-
tional is a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to establish-
ing a global volunteer
movement that creates
opportunities for one-to-
one friendships, inte-
grated employment,

BEST BYURRIE

4| BEST BUDDIES.
FRIENDSHIP WALK

By: Chetan Yarlagadda

Today, we're going to
talk about something
exciting (and a little bit
scary) - an asteroid
that’s coming toward
Earth! Don’t panic,
though. It's not going to
hit us anytime soon. In
fact, it's still eight years
away! But this asteroid
is really big, and scien-
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leadership development,
inclusive living, and fam-
ily support for people
with intellectual and
developmental disabili-
ties (IDD).

WHO WE SERVE

Best Buddies serves
individuals with IDD and
their families. The IDD
community includes, but
is not limited to, people
with Down syndrome,
autism, Fragile X, Wil-
liams syndrome, and
other undiagnosed disa-
bilities.

PROGRAMS

Best Buddies is

the largest organization
dedicated to ending the
social, physical and eco-
nomic isolation of the
200 million people
worldwide with intellec-

tists are watching it
closely to make sure
we’'re all safe.

What is an Asteroid?

Before we talk about the
asteroid, let’s start with
the basics. An asteroid
is just a big rock flying
through space. Most
asteroids stay in a place

tual and developmental
disabilities (IDD). Our
programs empower peo-
ple with IDD to form
meaningful friendships
with their peers, secure
jobs, improve communi-
cation and advocacy
skills, and live inde-
pendently, while also
offering support for their
families.

Event Information:

Sunday, April 27, 2025

Check-in: 9:30 AM

Opening Ceremonies:
11:00 AM

Walk: 11:30 AM

Celebrate Until: 1:00 PM
Location:
Highmark Stadium

called the “asteroid
belt,” which is between
Mars and Jupiter. But
some asteroids come
closer to Earth, and
when that happens, sci-
entists make sure they
keep an eye on them.
Some asteroids are real-
ly small, like the size of
a car, and others are
HUGE, like the size of a
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BEIT BUBRIES,

510 W Station Square Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

If you would like to join
us, please click the link
below. It will take you to
the Carson Middle School
Team Page.

Let’s try to make the CMS
Buddies Team the largest
at the event!! Everyone is
welcome, kids, parents,
grandparents, and
friends!

Join the
Carson
Middle
School

Team

mountain! The asteroid
we're talking about is
huge and is headed to-
ward our planet.

The Asteroid Coming Our
Way

The asteroid’s name is
2024 YR4, and scientists
first saw it in 2024. Even

(Continued on page 5)
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whipped and pun-
ished by her
‘masters’, and suffered
a traumatic head injury
when she was thirteen.
When this happened, an
overseer threw a weight
at another slave, and
she jumped in the way.
She escaped alone and
found freedom in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania.
She helped about more
than 300 slaves escape
to freedom like she did.

All alone, on the run,
without any company,
you feel scared, and
alone. You are run-
ning on your
own '
knowledge
and intel-
lect. You
received a

— o
A t{seerchas /Ty | o

er see again. They
might be punished for
helping you, but they
don’t care. They do
what’s right, and you
forever owe them. You
finally catch a breath
of relief when you find
freedom in Philadel-
phia.

Harriet made it to Penn-
sylvania in 1894. She
had to be independent,
always on high alert. As
a woman, she was never
underestimated by her
friends. She
proved her
worth. In Phila-
delphia, she
=~ earned what she
% “d could as a do-
=== mestic worker.

white note
with two safe places
to stay. You feel guilty
for leaving your family
and friends alone in
the horrible circum-
stances you were
born in. The journey is
hard. The only way to
escape is to complete-
ly trust the people
part of the network.
You hide in sheds,
barns, basements,
even tight closets. The
uncertainty is nerve-
wracking. You make it
with little food, cross-
ing rivers, running,
and making tempo-
rary friends you’ll nev-
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She was a strong
woman, pushing through
without knowing how
her family was doing.
She built a stable life
there, and decided to
contribute to the Under-
ground Railroad. She
made connections with
other abolitionists.

You start to get used
to the life of helping
other slaves. You
send the abolitionists
notes, cryptic messag-
es of expecting com-
pany. You make many
friends, learn about
the lives they want to
escape. Your head

blurs from time to
time from that
injury you suf-
fered at thirteen.
You don’t regret
jumping in the

seenmrne WAY though, Every

slaves seeking freedom

day, hope of see-
ing your family extin-
guishes, but helping
others keeps you go-
ing.

Between 1850 and
1860, Tubman returned
to the Eastern Shore of
Maryland 13 times and
freed more than 70 fam-
ily and friends so that
they could be free to-
gether. They settled in
Auburn, New York in
1857.

Your heart leaps in
your throat. You see
your family, stumbling
along. Immediately,
you run towards them.
This is your most risky
task yet; to free them
safely. You are proud
to show them how
much you’ve accom-
plished. “I've never
lost a single passen-
ger,” you tell them.
The journey’s sus-
pense doesn’t get to
you. They all make it
safely. You feel at
peace.

Harriet meets a good life
long friend, abolitionist
John Brown. During a
raid, he is taken by an
army unit, put on trial.
He is later arrested for
helping the slaves, and
hanged. Harriet was not
able to attend due to
illness.
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You feel ill. Your head
throbs more than be-
fore, and you know
you don’t have much
time left. You remem-
ber John Brown. You
decide his attempt
will not go to waste.
You dedicate the rest
of your days to freeing
slaves.

In 1861, a civil war
broke out over the issue
of slaves. Harriet took
advantage of this and
became a spy. She gath-
ered a group of slaves
interested in becoming
spies. Tubman helped
Colonel James Mont-
gomery coordinate the
Combahee River Raid in
South Carolina, which
aimed to “harass whites
and rescue freed
slaves”. The raid was
successful, and they
were able to free 750
more slaves. To date,
Tubman is recognized
as the first woman in US
history to both plan and
lead a military raid. She
later moved in with her
family and spent her
days doing what she
does best; bringing jus-
tice to her community.
Her injury turned out to
be narcolepsy, and she
died in 1913, at the age
of 91.

Her last words were, “I
go away to prepare a
place for you, that where
| am you also may be.”
She was laid to rest at
Fort Hill Cemetery in
Auburn.
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By: Leo Schanbacher

The 2025 spring season
is here, and here’s your
one-stop shop guide to
all the sports happening
this season!

Baseball and Softball
Baseball and Softball
are here, and we get to
watch our Tigers in ac-
tion this spring! Both
teams will be showing
off their pitching, field-
ing, and hitting skills.
Softball follows the
same rules as baseball
but with an underhand
pitching style. Get ready
for some exciting games
as both teams aim for
victories this year!
Lacrosse

Lacrosse is an exciting
sport where players use
the head of a lacrosse
stick to carry, pass,

By: Sophia Cuevas

Happy Hunger Games
and May the odds be
ever in your favor!

The Hunger Games book
series are back in action
because on March 14th
one of our favorite au-
thors, Suzanne
Collins, is going
to publish an-
other prequel
book in the
Hunger games
trilogy, The
Sunrise on the
Reaping.

This prequel
will show the
backstory of

BACK TO PAGE 1

SLINRISE

ON THE

REABING EXbiCa:

catch, and shoot the ball
into the goal. This sea-
son, lacrosse will be
available in both boys’
and girls’ teams, giving
everyone a chance to
get in on the action!
Rowing

Rowing is the sport of
racing boats using oars,
which are attached to
the boat with rowlocks.
This sets rowing apart
from paddling sports,
where paddles aren’t
connected to the boat.
The rowing team is co-
ed, meaning both boys
and girls will be compet-
ing together, making it a
thrilling sport to watch!
Girls Flag Football

Girls Flag Football takes
the traditional American
football game and puts
a twist on it. Instead of
tackling, players pull a
flag to down their oppo-

Haymitch Abernathy,
one of the original char-
acters in the trilogy. In
the trilogy Haymitch is
described as a heavy
drinker, sarcastic, and
sometimes aloof, but yet
a strategically brilliant
character.

In this new book we can
further learn
about Hay-
mitch's past

him to his
trauma relat-
ed addiction
to alcohol. In
the second
book, we get a
sneak-peek on

nent. This sport is cur-
rently for girls only, and
it's going to be a lot of
fun to watch this spring!
For more info, check out
the fall issue’s fea-
ture: “Girls Flag Football
Gets Anonymous Vote.”
Boys Tennis

In tennis, players use
rackets to hit a hollow
rubber ball covered in
felt over or around a net
into their opponent’s
court. The goal is to ma-
neuver the ball so the
opponent can’t return it.
This sport is exclusively
for boys this season,
and it’s going to be an
exciting ride!

Track and Field

Track and Field com-
bines running, jumping,
and throwing events in
one sport. It’s a co-ed
sport, but each event is
separated by boys and

Haymitch's games. On
July 4th, 16 year old
Haymitch was picked to
compete in the 50th
Hunger Games .

The 50th hunger games
was the second Quarter
Quell. The Quarter Quell
comes around every 25
years and each quarter
quell they add an extra
twist to the games; Ex.
On the 25th hunger
games each district
would vote on who en-
tered into the games
instead of being Reaped
on July 4th.

The 50th Quarter Quell
twist was that there
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girls. Whether you're a
sprinter, jumper, or
thrower, there's an
event for everyone in
Track and Field!

Boys Volleyball

Last but not least, Boys
Volleyball is back this
season! Volleyball is a
team sport where two
teams of six players
each try to score by
grounding the ball on
the other team's court.
This sport is for boys
only, so get ready for
some high-flying action
and intense competi-
tion!

Now that you’ve got the
scoop on all the spring
sports, it’s time to cheer
on the Tigers and enjoy
the season!

would be
double
the amount of children
reaped. This increased
the chances of being
picked. Haymitch got
picked and a girl named
Maysilee Donner, who
became Haymitch's ally.
There are still so many
mysteries behind Hay-
mitch's past but this
new book will hopefully
be a roller coaster of
emotions and answers
to those mysteries.

Make sure to fasten on
your mocking jay pin,
load up your arrows, and
get ready to read!
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though it’s still eight
years away, they're al-
ready studying it. Why?
Because it's really big—
about 300 feet (that’s
like two football fields
put together!). If it were
to hit Earth (which isn’t
going to happen), it
could cause a lot of
damage. But here’s the
good news: it's not going
to hit us. The asteroid
will safely pass by Earth
in 2032.

Scientists noticed the
asteroid because it's
coming
pretty
close to
Earth.
It's mov- |
ing really
fast, L s oz
too—about 20,000 miles
per hour! That’s super
fast. But even though
it’s coming close, there's
no reason to worry. The
chance of it hitting Earth
is so small that we don’t
have to be concerned at
all.

What Will Happen
in 2032?

In 2032, asteroid 2024
YR4 will pass by Earth
safely. It will be far

S —
BACK TO PAGE 1

Click the picture for more information about 2024YR4

enough away that noth-
ing will happen. It will be
about 87 million miles
away from Earth. To put
that in perspective, the
moon is only about
238,855 miles away
from Earth! So even
though the asteroid
might sound close, it will

be very far away, and we

won't feel a thing.

s Even though
7’ we don’t need
" to worry about
it hitting Earth,
scientists are
¢ still studying it.
— They're using
special computer pro-
grams to figure out what
might happen if the as-
teroid did hit. They're
also checking out other
asteroids that might
come close to Earth in
the future. It’s part of
their job to make sure
we know about any
space rocks that could
be a problem, even if
the chance of them hit-
ting us is super small.

Why Are
Asteroids Important?

You might be wondering,
"Why should we care
about this asteroid if it's
not going to hit us?"
Well, asteroids are im-
portant for a couple of
reasons. First, they can
teach us a lot about how
our solar system was
made. Asteroids are like
old space rocks that
haven’t changed much
since the solar system
started billions of years
ago. By studying them,
scientists can learn
more about how planets
and moons were creat-
ed.

Second, it's important to
understand asteroids
because, in the future,
we might need to pro-
tect ourselves from one.
Even though 2024 YR4
isn’t a threat, other as-
teroids could come clos-
er or even collide with
Earth one day. If that
happens, scientists are
already working on ways
to protect our planet.
They're looking into us-
ing rockets or special
spacecraft to push an
asteroid out of the way if
it gets too close.

What Can We Do
About It?

Right now, there’s no
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need to worry about
asteroid 2024 YR4.
But scientists are
always watching the
sky to track aster-
oids and other ob-
jects in space. If an
asteroid ever comes
too close, scientists
might work with
leaders from around
the world to figure
out how to protect us.

One idea they have is
to send a spacecraft to
gently nudge the aster-
oid and change its
path. This would make
sure the asteroid miss-
es Earth without break-
ing it apart. Scientists
are studying this idea,
and it could be a way
to protect the planet in
the future.

Conclusion

Asteroid 2024 YR4
might sound a little
scary, but there’s no
reason to worry. It's
not going to hit Earth,
and we have plenty of
time to keep studying
it. Scientists will con-
tinue watching it for
the next eight years,
and if anything chang-
es, we’ll know about it.

So, the next time you
look up at the stars,
just remember: there
are some asteroids out
there, but scientists
are making sure we
stay safe. Keep being
curious about space,
because it’s pretty
amazing!

Until next time,
Your Space Dude


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KIvNjuYWLQ
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By: Elise Marinelli

Woof. A dog barks from
across the street.

Meow. A cat purrs from
behind the window.

Chitter. Unheard, a
hamster talks to his
caged friend.

65 million homes own a
dog, and 46.5 million
own a cat, But what
about the 6.1 million
people that own a bird?
Or the 2.2 million
homes that own a
horse? The numbers
are significantly small-
er, for these are exotic
pets.

Exotic pets are different
from the normal cat or
dog. They are rare,

April Fools' Day, cele-
brated on April 1st
each year, is a
day dedicated
to practical
jokes, hoaxes,
and lightheart-
ed pranks.
The tradition
is observed
globally, with
individuals,
media outlets,
and businesses all
getting involved in
pulling off humorous
and often absurd
stunts. While the ori-
gins of the holiday
remain somewhat

BACK TO PAGE 1

more difficult to find or
buy, and are normally
wild creatures. For ex-
ample, the parrotis a
wild creature that you
may find in many tropi-
cal countries, but in the
present day, it is a rare
exotic pet.

Have you ever heard of
the fennec fox? It is a
small fox
located in
North Africa.
It is an ador-
able fox, and
even though
it is naturally
wild, itis a
pet.

Since these animals
were once wild crea-
tures, a question has
emerged for this article:
should exotic animals

mysterious, it is widely
believed to have roots
in an-
cient
festivals,
such as
the Ro-
man
"Hilaria,"
which
involved
playful
behav-
iors, or the change in
calendar systems when
France switched from
the Julian to the Grego-
rian calendar in the
16th century. Those
who continued to cele-

like the fennec fox be
considered a pet?
“[People should be al-
lowed to have an exotic
pet] because if you are
allergic to household
pets like dogs or cats
there is always another
option [exotic pets] that
can make you stand out
from others,” says Lucca
Pallota, a 6th grader at

CMS. Lucca’s point is

valid, but
some, like
Rebecca Lin
in 6th
grade, disa-
gree.

Rebecca
said, “I feel
like you
should only have an ex-
otic animal if you know
all of its needs so that it
doesn’t turn on you.”

brate the new year on
April 1st were often
the targets of ridicule
and practical jokes.

On April Fools' Day,
pranks range from
simple tricks, like tell-
ing a friend that their
shoelaces are
untied, to elabo-
rate hoaxes in-
volving fake
news stories or
staged events.
Media outlets, in
particular, are
known for pub-
lishing outland-
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My opinion? Exotic ani-
mals should not be pets.
If they were once wild
animals, they have the
ability to survive on their
own. Let them be and
stick to the more com-
mon pets, such as dogs
and cats. Since dogs
and cats have never
been truly wild, it is
much easier to care for
them and bond with
them.

What do you think?
Should exotic animals
be pets? If you had an
exotic pet, what would it
be?

ish reports, such as
"discoveries" of alien life
or bizarre technological
innovations, only to re-
veal at the end of the
day that the story was a
hoax. Some of the most
memorable pranks have
come from major com-
panies, which
use the occasion
to introduce fake
products or
launch absurd
marketing cam-
paigns, delight-
ing in the confu-
sion they spark.

(Continued on page 7)
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Spring is a season of
renewal and growth,
often considered one of
the most vibrant and
beautiful times of the
year. As the cold grip of
winter begins to loosen,
the days grow longer,
and the weather gradu-
ally warms up, nature
begins to awaken from
its slumber. Trees start
to sprout fresh leaves,
flowers bloom in a riot of
colors, and the

air is filled with

the scent of new J
life. This transfor-
mation is a signal

of change, mark-

ing a fresh start

both in the natural world
and in human activities.

For many, spring sym-
bolizes hope and new
beginnings. It's a time
for personal growth, a
chance to shake off the

(Continued from page 6)

One of the key elements

of April Fools' Day is its

emphasis on humor and
harmlessness. The spirit

of the day is about light-
hearted fun and not
about causing harm or

distress. A good prank is

one that brings laughter
to every- i
one in-
volved,
including
the person

H

winter
blues, and to embrace
the energy and opti-
mism that the season
brings. People often
partake in activities like
spring cleaning, a ritual
that involves organizing
and refreshing their liv-
ing spaces, both physi-
cally and mentally. The
fresh start isn’t just con-
fined to homes—gardens
and farms are planted
with new
crops, as the
-~ soil becomes
“=_ rich with possi-
bilities for the
upcoming sea-
son. This sense of reju-
venation is mirrored in
the way people ap-
proach their lives, often
setting new goals or
pursuing creative en-
deavors as the season
encourages forward mo-
mentum.

from the usual routine,
enjoy a bit of silliness,
and embrace the playful
nature of the day. In
many cultures, April
Fools' Day is a moment
to bond with friends and

family over shared jokes

and to create funny
memories together.

wide-
spread

April

Despite its

! popularity,

being
pranked.
It's a time to break away

BACK TO PAGE 1

[~ J Fools' Day
can some-
times lead to confusion

The arrival
of spring
also brings
a variety of
outdoor
activities
that were limited during
the colder months. With
the return of warmer
temperatures, people
take to parks, beaches,
and hiking trails to enjoy
the natural world around
them. It's a time for out-
door sports, picnics,
barbecues, and commu-
nity events, as families
and friends gather to
bask in the sunlight.
Spring festivals and holi-
days, like Easter and the
celebration of the
vernal equinox,
often center
around the
themes of fertility,
rebirth, and har-  §
mony with nature,
which reflect the deep
connection humans
have with the earth dur-
ing this time.

Animals, too, are partic-

or frustra-
tion if
pranks go
too far.
While most
people un-
derstand
the nature
of the holi-
day, some
may not
appreciate being the
butt of a joke, especially
if it's elaborate or goes
on for too long. As with
all forms of humor, it's
important to know
where the line is be-
tween fun and disre-
spect. When done right,

CAl
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ularly active in spring.
Many species give birth
during this season, and the
sight of baby animals—
whether lambs, calves, or
chicks—reminds us of the
cyclical nature of life. Birds
return from migration, fill-
ing the air with songs, while
insects like bees and but-
terflies begin to buzz
around, pollinating flowers
and ensuring the cycle of
life continues. The resur-
gence of animal life serves
as a powerful reminder of
the interconnectedness of
all living things and the
importance of environmen-
tal conservation to sustain
these natural rhythms.

Despite the occa-
sional storms,
spring remains a
time of optimism,
as the promise of
summer lies just
around the corner, and the
world seems full of poten-
tial.

S5

though, April Fools' Day
remains a beloved tradi-
tion, bringing laughter an
amusement to people
across the world.
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Each of the games shown below are linked so you can play them online.

SPRING

SN LA X oS 4Nt

-—l s S -

+ GAMES

PRESS TO START

13 14 |
15 |1ﬁ | |
7 L[] |
Across Down

2. A yellow spring flower 1. Comman in spring due to polien |:|.a | |
3. Month when spring begins 5. Birds build these in spring
4. Animal symbolizing fertility and spring 6. Result of spring showers | 19 |28 l 21
9. Often planted in gardens during spring 7. Insect that emerges in spring
11. Flown in the spring breeze 8. Young animal often associated with spring 72 | |
13. Gentle spring wind 10. Color associated with spring’s new growth
16. Often prepared and planted in spring 12. Outdoor meal popular in spring | |
17. More of this as spring progresses 14. Day when day and night are of equal length
18. Amphiibian that bacormes active in spring in the spring —
PP 15. Flowers opening during spring |23 | 24 |25 | |
22, Young plant growth in $pring 20. Birds and insects do this in spring
23. More visible after spring rain 21. Frequent spring weather
25. Popular spring activity 24. Spring symbolizes this — —
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https://pbskids.org/naturecat/games/pollinator-pathway
https://www.247sudoku.com/spring/?scrlybrkr=39deb2aa
https://arcadethunder.com/hidden-object-games/hello-spring?scrlybrkr=39deb2aa
https://crosswordlabs.com/view/springtime-crossword-25
https://crosswordlabs.com/view/springtime-crossword-25
https://crosswordlabs.com/view/springtime-crossword-25

